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It all starts here...
This is your one stop introduction to Young Scientists Journal 
- the world’s peer review science journal written, edited and 
produced exclusively by 12-20 year-olds. If you can’t find what 
you’re looking for, head over to our website at 
www.ysjournal.com or email us at editor@ysjournal.com

YOUNG SCIENTISTS

www.ysjournal.com/YSJournal @YSJournal@YSJournal

3



About Us - an overview

At Young Scientists Journal we have a relentless passion 
for science. We celebrate the scientific and creative 
thinking of young scientists, aged 12 -20 and encourage 

them to share their love of science by communicating their 
ideas, research and opinions with other young scientists around 
the world. 

We give young scientists the tools in science communication 
for a great career in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM), ready to solve tomorrow’s toughest 
questions and solve real world problems. We achieve this 
through our online scientific journal.

 The journal is run from across the globe entirely by young 
scientists for young scientists making us the only peer review 
science journal for this age group.  We are supported by a group 
of adult mentors who provide expert advice where needed.

We publish genuine original research at the forefront of 
science; many of our authors have conducted research as part 
of coursework, competitions, holiday placements or projects. 
We also publish shorter, review articles, as well as our blogs 
and news digests.  The best articles are selected and printed 
into a twice yearly issue. It is easy to contribute to the journal 
by uploading online at ysjournal.com and we can accept 
submissions in a variety of different forms, including pictures, 
videos and presentations.

Young Scientists Journal also runs events, including an annual 
science & communication conference which seeks to inspire 
students and fast track their science and communication skills 
through workshops, lectures and networking. 

Since our founding at The King’s School, Canterbury in 
2006 by Christina Astin and Ghazwan Butrous we have grown 
significantly, but we are always looking for new editors, 
designers and contributors to the journal. This way we can 
continue to grow the journal and lead the way for young 
scientists around the world. To enable this we have established 
a hub schools initiative which allows local teams of students to 
group together and work on the journal. 
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Our Mission
At Young Scientists Journal we seek to encourage young people 
to communicate about Science, Technology , Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) with each other and the world. 

Why is this important? 
• We build our relationships for the future, growing our 

network. 
• Through the sharing of ideas, who knows what problems we 

could solve? 
• Our experience on an authentic peer review science journal 

develops our communication skills.
• Ultimately we push each other forward to become better 

scientists and engineers needed to solve global challenges 
of the future. 

Our ultimate aim is that any student, anywhere in the world, 
who has carried out some original research or wishes to share 
a technical idea or opinion, turns to Young Scientists Journal as 
the place to seek publication.

Our Values
• Passion – We love science 

• Quality & continuous improvement – We are committed to 
achieving the highest quality of published articles in addition 
to our website, events etc. We strive constantly to improve 
this quality. 

• Integrity – We cooperate closely as a team, completing our 
assigned tasks to the best of our ability within the context of 
this authentic scientific journal

 
• Diversity – A diversity of people from around the world 

with different backgrounds means that we as a journal are 
stronger.
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Why and how to get involved

Why write for YSJournal?
Writing about science allows you to dig deeper into your 
favourite topics; even better if this is within the authentic context 
of a proper peer review science journal. You are able truly to 
understand the nature, process and methods of science. Writing 
an article requires particular skill: it is a distillation of ideas, 
written concisely and objectively without embellishment, so 
learning how to do this well early will give you a huge boost for 
any scientific career. 

Why get involved as an editor?
As an editor your experience in referencing, peer review and 
working to real deadlines as part of a diverse international team 
truly prepares you for life beyond school, giving you the edge 
when applying for jobs/college/university and improving the 
quality of your work when you get there. 

Types of Article
ORIGINAL RESEARCH 
Have you carried out an investigation which has never been 
done before? Young minds can be the most creative, and 
YSJournal has published many pieces of ground-breaking 
research.  Original research is very exciting as it’s literally brand 
new (and is very impressive when applying to university) and 
often doesn't need much specialist equipment.

EXPRIMENT/INVESTIGATION/PROJECT 
Perhaps there's an experiment or investigation you've done 
that you'd like to take further, or explore from a different angle? 
Many of the articles submitted to the journal started out as 
coursework projects, CREST awards, competitions or holiday 
placement reports, destined to gather dust afterwards unless 
published in a journal for all to read.
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REVIEW ARTICLE
Is there a STEM topic which really interests you, perhaps the 
latest medical advancement, a technological breakthrough or a 
historical overview of a branch of science?  Research it online, 
in books and journals and write your own paper on it.  If it would 
interest our student readers, it’s worth submitting.
Some issues have a special theme and we put out a call for 
relevant articles in advance.

BLOG/MAGAZINE ARTICLE 
These are shorter lighter articles, perhaps reflecting your opinion 
on something or giving a brief insight into a topic. These sorts 
of articles range from science news, humour, opinion, book 
reviews, an experience and so on.
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What will happen to your article?
Once you have written and submitted it online at ysjournal.com, 
if provisionally accepted our global editing team will check it for 
spelling and grammar and other technicalities and validate its 
scientific and factual accuracy. If it is a subject that is beyond 
our capacity, it will be sent off to one of our professional 
advisors. Once it has been checked and approved it will be 
published online; the very best get selected and collated into a 
printed issue twice a year.



How do I choose a project?
Use the acronym YOUNG SCIENCE developed by YSJournal 
Ambassador Professor Sir Martyn Poliakoff as a checklist to 
help you decide whether to pursue a project:

Yes, it’s interesting 
Original, not done before? 
Understandable to everyone 
Not too complicated 
Good advice available 

Scientifically sound 
Clear question to answer 
Individual AND Group work 
Existing theoretical background 
Not too expensive 
Could be fun 
Excellent chance of success
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What does being an Editor involve? 
Like any scientific journal, each article has to go through peer 
review editing, where the article goes through spelling, grammar 
and other technical checks as well as validating its scientific 
accuracy. As an editor, you’ll be able to edit a variety of articles, 
we usually ask that you edit a minimum of two articles a 
month, though you might be editing an article in collaboration 
with another editor which cuts down the work! You’ll also be 
able to talk with the author clarifying parts of the article, whilst 
extending your knowledge in that particular field.

Designer? Artist? Web developer?
Young Scientists Journal is always in need of talented people 
in non-editorial roles. If you have skills in web design & coding, 
graphic design, photography, animation, art, social media, 
marketing (or anything else) get in touch. By joining our global 
team at Young Scientists Journal not only will you be involved 
in the exciting world of science you will benefit particularly from 
being able to build your portfolio and grow your skill set giving 
you an advantage when applying to college, university and 
beyond.

How to apply
Joining our team is easy: just write a brief application to the 
journal, preferably no longer than 4000 characters in length 
and send it to editor@ysjournal.com. This will allow you to 
demonstrate your passion for science and related fields, skills, 
overall ambition and writing ability.

You should tell us which position you are applying for and a 
bit about yourself including the school you are at, your age, your 
ambitions and, if you are over 16, what you hope to do beyond 
school. More details are available at www.ysjournal.com/join-
the-team

We look forward to your application!
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Hubs
Hubs are local hotspots of the journal in secondary schools, 
universities, institutions and other organizations around the 
world. Teams of students come together to work on the journal, 
promoting the values of the organization and helping in all 
aspects of the journal. This might include blogging, editing, or 
some of the other roles, guided by an adult mentor, such as a 
teacher. Having an adult overseeing the hub ensures continuity 
across the generations of students. Working on the journal in a 
group also provides a great deal of fun.
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Why become a Hub? 
Launching a Young Scientists Journal hub is a dynamic way 
to promote the science research going on, whilst giving young 
people an inspiring opportunity to be part of an authentic 
science journal.

Hubs can host conferences facilitated by the journal, bringing 
in world class speakers. Hubs can build or draw on existing 
networks of schools and colleges to bring students together, 
connecting local partnerships with other hubs internationally. 
And the journal supports hubs with how-to guides, marketing 
literature and promotional freebies!
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How to become a hub 
Becoming a hub requires commitment and a diverse body of 
students with a passion for STEM, along with an adult mentor 
who can support the team  and ensure the hub can last from 
one generation of students to the next. Beyond that all you really 
need is a laptop or two, internet access and a place to meet (and 
an optional bag of sweets!).

If you're keen to set up a hub at your school or institution, apply 
online at: www.ysjournal.com/join-the-team



Teachers & Ambassadors
Teachers and Ambassadors have a unique role to play at Young 
Scientists Journal: they ensure continuity across the generations 
of students that come through and can push students to achieve 
things they never imagined. 

Young Scientists Journal is the ultimate tool to inspire and 
develop the skills of scientifically-minded students providing a 
springboard for life in higher education and beyond. Suddenly a 
piece of coursework, a competition (e.g. ISEF, Big Bang), work 
placement, extended essay, a CREST award or just a good piece 
of homework, doesn't have to be relegated to a drawer forgotten 
forever, it can be published in an authentic scientific journal to be 
enjoyed by thousands around the world. 

Teachers, science communicators, and professional scientists 
can support the journal by becoming Ambassadors or founding 
journal hubs. Ambassadors receive regular news updates about 
the journal and help spread the word of the journal, encouraging 
young people or other teachers to get involved.  Some 
Ambassadors are advisers, supporting us with expert reviewing, 
marketing, social media, web development and other areas. 

If you are able to support YSJournal as an Ambassador and/
or advisor, please contact our co-founder and mentor, Christina 
Astin at cma@kings-school.co.uk
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Events 
The journal also hosts international conferences allowing 
students to share their research through poster presentations 
and be inspired through a series of workshops and lectures from 
distinguished scientists, engineers and science communicators. 
Previous keynotes and talks include Sir Harry Kroto, Sir Martyn 
Poiliakoff, The Royal Society, Zooniverse and the UK Space 
Agency. Visit events.ysjournal.com to watch past talks and 
presentations and find out more about our upcoming events. 
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